AUSTRALIA CONSTITUTION ACT, 1900
the value of any property passing to the Commonwealth
under this section; if no agreement can be made as to
the mode of compensation, it shall be determined under
laws to be made by the Parliament :
(iv.) The Commonwealth shall, at the date of the transfer,
assume the current obligations of the State in respect
of the department transferred.
86.  On the establishment of the Commonwealth, the
collection and control of duties of customs and of excise,
and the control of the payment of bounties, shall pass to
the Executive Government of the Commonwealth.
87. During a period of ten years after the establishment
of the Commonwealth and thereafter until the Parliament
otherwise provides, of the net revenue of the Commonwealth
from duties of customs and of excise not more than one-
fourth shall be applied annually by the Commonwealth
towards its expenditure.1
The balance shall, in accordance with this Constitution,
be paid to the several States, or applied towards the pay-
ment of interest on debts of the several States taken over
by the Commonwealth.
88. Uniform duties of customs shall be imposed within Uniform
two years after the establishment of the Commonwealth.2   customs.
1 For the history of * the Braddon clause' see Introduction, pp. 59, 63
and 64. The clause, without the limit of time, was adopted at the Melbourne
Session on March llth by a majority of three; Sir Edward Braddon having
affirmed that unless this provision was made he saw no hope whatever of
recommending the Bill to the people of Tasmania* As at first drafted,
the clause limited expenditure on the part of the Commonwealth, in the
exercise of its original powers to one-twentieth, and to four-twentieths in
making good the net loss on the services taken over. But Sir E. Braddon
afterwards amended his own clause in the interests of elasticity. As
amended after the meeting of Premiers in 1899, the arrangement came
to an end in 1910. A proposed Bill of 1909 for the alteration of the Con-
stitution so as to secure a permanent payment of 25s. to the States fore very-
head of their respective populations was rejected at a referendum of the
electors on April 18 of that year, but an Act making such payment for
a period of ten years afterwards became law. Since the expiration of this
period the existing arrangement has been extended provisionally. At
the same referendum the proposal to give the Commonwealth power to
take over the debts of the States, whenever incurred, was accepted by a
substantial majority.
8 Such duties were imposed by Act No. 14 of 1902.